
 

Vergennes Township 
Kent County 

 
Ordinance # 2011-___ 

Adopted  _______ 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 3, ZONING DISTRICTS, OF THE VERGENNES 
TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE AND THE GENERAL PROVISIONS AND PRIVATE 
ROAD CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS OF THE PRIVATE ROAD ORDINANCE. 

 

VERGENNES TOWNSHIP HEREBY ORDAINS: 

 
 
Section 1.  Amend the permitted uses of Section 201.307 to add building code 
requirement language as shown below: 
 

201.307  "FR" Flat River District. 

3.07. 

B. Permitted Uses. 

b. River Access Stairs. Stairways are permitted if there is no other 
safe, feasible, environmentally sound access to the river; one (1) 
stairway per parcel containing a residence is permitted to be 
constructed within the setback from the river; using a handrail on 
each side of the stairs if needed for safety; plantings of vegetative 
material must be established along the sides where earth has 
been disturbed; allowance for transitional landings not exceeding 
four (4) feet in width, must obtain a zoning compliance permit  and 
a building permit from Vergennes Township prior to construction.  
River access stairs should be constructed in a creative manner as 
low to the ground level as possible. 

c. River Access Boardwalk. One (1) board walk per parcel containing a 
residence is permitted; constructed within the setback from the river; 
must be low profile without disturbing natural plant and animal 
habitats; which does not exceed four (4) feet in width nor does it 
exceed the length determined by the Zoning Administrator needed to 
reach the river’s edge, a handrail is allowed on each side for safety; 
must obtain a zoning compliance permit and a building permit from 
Vergennes Township prior to construction, and may need a permit 
from the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality if constructed 
within the 100-year floodplain or wetlands. 
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Section 2.  Amend Section 201.309 for a reference section letter correction a shown 
below: 
 

201.309  "I" Industrial District. 

3.09. 

E. Roads, streets and parking. 

1. Private roads and streets. All private roads and streets must be hard 
surfaced and must comply with sections 202.003 through 202.007, as 
applicable, with particular reference to [subsection] 202.005 (d). 

 
 
 
 
Section 3.  Amend section 202.004 with word a removal and section 202.005 with  a 
reference letter correction as shown below: 
 
 
202.000 PRIVATE ROADS 

202.004  General provisions. 

Sec. 4.0. 
 

(f) All private roads shall be given a street name that is not the same or similar to any 
other street name in the county. A street sign bearing the street name given the 
private road meeting Kent County Road Commission standards as to design, 
location, and maintenance shall be erected and maintained where such private road 
adjoins any public street. A "Stop" sign shall be installed at the intersection of the 
private road with the public street and a speed limit of no more than twenty-five (25) 
miles per hour shall be posted on all private roads located in any residential zoning 
district. All lots shall have sequential address numbers assigned in accord with the 
numbering convention for Kent County and said address numbers shall be clearly 
posted at the driveway entrance. 

 

202.005  Private road construction specifications. 

Sec. 5.0. 

 (d) In addition to other applicable construction requirements, a private road which is to serve 
commercial or industrial uses shall be constructed to the then existing Kent County Road 
Commission requirements and specifications for commercial and industrial plats (see 
subsection (c) above) with the exceptions of any requirements requiring curb and gutter 
and provided that the pavement width shall be a minimum of twenty-six (26) feet. Such 
roads shall widen at any dead end so there is at least one hundred (100) feet of traveled 
surface diameter turn-around. 

Deleted: (e)

Deleted: residential 

Deleted: (d)
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Section 4.  Conflicts.  If any provision of the Vergennes Township Ordinance conflicts with this 
amendment to the Zoning Ordinance, the most restrictive provision shall be applied. 

Section 5. Severability.  Should any section or part of this Ordinance be declared 
unconstitutional, null or void by a court of competent jurisdiction, such declaration shall not have 
any effect on the validity of the remaining sections or parts of this Ordinance. 

Section 6.  Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective eight (8) days after its 
publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the Township. 

 
 
 
 VERGENNES TOWNSHIP 
 
 
Dated:   By:   
  Timothy Wittenbach, Supervisor 

 
Dated:   By:   
  Mari Stone, Clerk 
 
Date Published:  

 

 
 


